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FACT SHEET
CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT (CAN) STATISTICS

I. INJURY PYRAMID FOR CHILD MALTREATMENT

II. NATIONAL INCIDENCE STUDIES

Source: Sedlak, A. & Broadhurst, D. Executive Summary of the Third National Incidence
Study of Child Abuse and Neglect, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services,
Administration on Children, Youth and Families, National Center on Child Abuse and
Neglect, September 1996.  www.calib.com/nccanch/pubs/statinfo/nis3.htm and
www.acf.dhhs.gov/programs/cb
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< CAN Fatalities (1-2,600)

Adapted from NIS-III Executive Summary,
1996; Herman-Giddens et al. JAMA, v282,
#5, August 4, 1999;U.S. Advisory Board on
Child Abuse and Neglect. A Nation’s Shame ,
Wash., DC, April 1995.

<Unreported cases

<Reported CAN (3.2 m)
<Confirmed CAN Incidences (1.1m)
<Serious Injuries (570,000)

<Serious Disabilities (18,000)
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III. ANNUAL FIFTY STATE SURVEY

Source: Wang, C-T & Harding, K., Current Trends in Child Abuse Reporting and Fatalities: The
Results of the 1998 Annual Fifty State Survey.  Chicago, IL: National Committee to Prevent
Child Abuse, November 1999.  http://www.preventchildabuse.org/survey98.htm

IV. 1998 National Rates of Child Maltreatment
Reports of Children Maltreated: 45 per 1,000 children
Child Victims of Substantiated Maltreatment: 14 per 1,000 children

V. CALIFORNIA DATA

Source: Adapted from California Department of Social Services. Preplacement Preventive
Services for Children in California, Annual Statistical Reports, Sacramento, CA (1990-96) using
NCANDS formats.  www.dss.cahwnet.gov/isb

VI. 1996 California Rates of Child Maltreatment
Reports of Children Maltreated: 52 per 1,000 children
Child Victims of Substantiated Maltreatment: 20.5 per 1,000 children

ESTIMATED NUMBER OF MALTREATED 
CHILDREN, UNITED STATES, 1988-1998
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